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2005  Ph.D. University of Wollongong, Australia 
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2000 - 2004  Casual academic, University of Wollongong, Australia 
2003 - 2003  Associate Lecturer, University of Wollongong, Australia 
2005 - 2005  Cheung Kong Endeavour Australia Fellow, The University of Hong Kong 
2005 - 2007  Post-doctoral Research Fellow, The University of Hong Kong 
2007 - 2009   Centenary Research Assistant Professor, The University of Hong Kong 
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2010 - present National Research Foundation Fellow and Nanyang Assistant Professor 
2009 - present Principal Investigator, Earth Observatory of Singapore,  

Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
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KEY SKILLS 
 

•  Demonstrated experience in the initiation, coordination and development of new programs in 
climate science and natural hazards. 

• Supervision of honours and postgraduate students engaged in course work and postgraduate 
research projects. 

• Development and management of large research projects involving consultants, industry, 
academics and students. 

• Experience in consulting for numerous NGO’s and governments in Asia. 
• Stimulating public speaker with significant media experience. 
• Proven ability to provide a medium between scientific literature and main stream media. 
• 10 years retail management experience. 

 
Recent research achievements 

I am an internationally recognized expert in tsunami and storm deposits and associated 
sedimentation. My most significant contributions to the field of tsunami and storm science 
include; 

 The recognition that immature heavy mineral suites in coastal sandsheets may indicate tsunami 
deposition rather than storm deposition in coastal settings (Switzer et al. 2005; Switzer and 
Jones, 2008a) 

 The recognition of an erosional signature of large scale washover of coastal dunes using Ground 
Penetrating Radar (Switzer et al. 2006) 

 The first study of modern storm deposits from the Australian southeast coast (Switzer and Jones 
2008b) 



 The first detailed studies of the sedimentary processes associated with the 2004 Indian Ocean 
tsunami on the southeast coast of India (Srinivasalu et al. 2007; Switzer et al. in press) 

 The first detailed comparative morphology study on elevated boulders on the southeast 
Australian coast (Switzer and Burston 2010).  
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